
 

Chapter 
Directors… 
Mary & Terry 
Mauk 

Hello, Dear Friends. 

As December only holds one chapter 
event, the Christmas party, this will be 
the final PA-I newsletter.  

Much water has gone under the 
proverbial bridge since the end of June 
when the formal GWRRA closure 
announcement was made. Lori Norris 
and I felt that a timeline would be a good 
way to refresh your memory of the 
important group announcements that 
have been made since then. The timeline 
will point you to where you can find 
answers to questions you may have. 

On Wednesday, June 29, 2022: I posted 
information on the PA-I Groupworks 
page regarding the announcement that 
GWRRA would be closing under the title: 
GWRRA Closure FAQ  

To refresh your memory, go to 
GroupWorks. Choose the Posts tab, then 
the Group News tab, and scroll down to 
read the post.  

_______________ 

Saturday, September 3: A post entitled 
Wing’d Riders Group Being Formed 
from our District Director, Dennis 
Smouse, shared information in regard to 
the formation of a new riding organization 
named Wing’d Riders. A link to a video 
was attached that gave more information. 
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I commented to that post 
reminding PA-I members that 
Terry and my term of service as 
directors would end at the close 
of 2022. I requested that anyone 
willing to serve in leadership 
contact me by October 1, 2022. If 
no one stepped forward, then out 
of necessity, we would move 
forward with the chapter closure 
process due to the lengthy 
paperwork that must be 
completed prior to the end of the 
year. 

________________ 

In summary: 

GWRRA has officially closed. 

As of October 1, 2022, no one 
had stepped forward to 
volunteer to become 
Chapter I Director. 
Therefore, closure is our 
only option. 

While we are not endorsing 
Wing’d Riders everyone is 
welcome to check it out 
and make the decision 
that best suits their needs.  

We know of no one who has 
received the prorated 
refund of membership or 
Roadside Rescue Service 
fees. 

Chapter I funds belong to 
Chapter I members. For 
those chapters not moving 
forward into 2023, the 
Chapter Directors were 
encouraged to do 
something special for their 
members. Another 
suggestion for use of 
chapter funds was to 
make a donation to 
charitable organizations in 
the name of the chapter. 
Since the bank account 
must be closed prior to the 
end of 2022 and tax 
information needs filed, all 

chapter funds must be 
used prior to the end of 
2022. The leadership 
team took this 
responsibility very 
seriously. See page 9 for 
an explanation of how the 
chapter funds will be 
disbursed.  

A number of people have 
asked, “Can we still ride 
together as friends?” The 
short answer is, “Definitely 
YES!” Since we will no 
longer be a structured 
chapter within a larger 
structured organization, 
there is no leader. 
However, I am willing to 
collect and compile a list 
of names and email 
addresses of those who 
would like to be “in the 
know” about future rides 
or other activities, i.e. a 
meet ‘n eat. If you are 
interested in being 
included on this list, send 
me your contact 
information at 
tagme1@groupworks.net . 

Border 2 Border 
Challenge Update:  

The deadline to submit 
your Border 2 Border 
registration form and 

pictures has been 
changed to  

November 12, 2022.  

You may hand deliver to 
Paul Stahlman at the 

Harvest dinner or mail to: 

Paul Stahlman 
175 Marks Lane, 

Fairmount City, PA 16224. 

Please do not wait until the 
last minute. Submit your 
registration and photos 

ASAP.  

The winner will be 
announced at the 
Christmas party. 

Save The Date 
For Chapter I’s 

LAST Event 

Christmas 
Party! 
Saturday,  

December 3rd 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 

Cousin Basil’s 
Restaurant, 

(Edge of Cook Forest) 
10638 PA-36 

RSVP REQUIRED! 
See Page 13 

Check GroupWorks 
for details! 

mailto:tagme1@groupworks.net


“On the road again.  
Like a band of gypsies we go down the 
highway.  
We're the best of friends, 
Insisting that the world keep turning our 
way, And our way… 
“Is on the road again.  

Just can't wait to get on the road again. 
The life I love is makin' memories with 
my friends,  
So I can't wait to get on the road again!” 

“Happy Trails” Written by Dale Evans and 
recorded on the RCA Victor label in 1952. 
2“On the Road Again” Written by Willie Nelson 
and recorded on the Columbia label in 1979. 

Blessings, 

Mary & Terry Mauk 
Chapter I Directors 

Pennsylvania District 
Directors… 
Dennis & Barb Smouse 
District Director’s Article 

BOO! Did I sufficiently scare you? Well, Happy 
Halloween! Halloween brings fall with its cooler 
temperatures. Makes finding a nice riding day a 
bit more challenging. The reward is tremendous 
though, with the fall colors and the crisp feel in 
the air. Make sure to prioritize getting on the bike 
these last couple of times before it is time to park 
it for the winter months. 

I think ghosts are just people who 
died trying to fold a fitted sheet. 

Before you put it up, there are a couple of things I 
recommend doing. The first is wash the bike 
thoroughly, a no-brainer. Next is to change the 
oil. I’ve had lots of discussions about this point 
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I’ll share the list with everyone who has 
contacted me prior to December 15

th
. I am 

offering to do this as a service to those 
who would like to stay connected. I will not 
be maintaining the contact list. It is up to 
the person who plans to lead a ride or 
activity to create an email and send it to 
whomever they wish to include.  

I have many bittersweet emotions churning 
around inside of me. I have come to care for 
each and every one of you in Chapter I.  

I’m sure you know by now how much I love 
music. Most newsletters included lyrics to a song 
or a poem. This final newsletter will be no 
different. I’ve slightly changed some of the lyrics 
for a better fit. I wish many “Happy Trails” to you 
and 2022, and I can’t wait to get “On the Road 
Again” with all of my PA-I friends in the future! 

“Happy trails to you,  
until we meet again.  
Happy trails to you,  
keep smilin' until then. 
Who cares about the clouds when we're 
together?  
Just sing a song and bring the sunny 
weather. 
Happy trails to you,  
'till we meet again.” 

“On the road again.  
Just can't wait to get on the road again.  
The life I love is making memories with 
my friends,  
And I can't wait to get on the road again.  

“On the road again.  
Goin' places that I've never been.  
Seein' things that I may never see again, 
And I can't wait to get on the road again. 

GWRRA Chapters of the Pennsylvania District 
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November, 2022 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
Oct 30 Oct 31 1 2 3 4 5 

Patt Thrush 
Birthday   

 
 
 
 
 

   

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Fall Back!  Election Day 

 
 
 
 
 

Clyde & Patti 
Burkley 

Anniversary 
Veterans Day Gathering & 

Harvest Dinner 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Bill Zortmans 
Birthday 

Bill & Polly Lewis 
Anniversary  Mary Mauk 

Birthday 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave & Cindy 
Marconi 

Anniversary 

Ron & Linda Bish 
Anniversary 

 

Christmas Party 
RSVP Due Today! Thanksgiving   

27 28 29 30 Dec 1 Dec 2 Dec 3 
Brian Thrush 

Birthday 
Kathie Simcox 

Birthday 
Larry Pounds 

Birthday 

 
 
 
 
 

 Holly Stitt  
Birthday  Don Edmonds 

Birthday 

Gathering & 
Christmas Party 

Peg Zortman 
Birthday 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  
DATE EVENT LOCATION NOTE 

Sunday,  
November 6 

Fall Back! 
Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour at 2:00 am 

Tuesday,  
November 8 

7:00 am—8:00 pm 
Election Day—Don’t forget to vote! 

Monday,  
October 10 Columbus Day  

Saturday, 
November 12 

5:00 pm—-7:00 pm 

Gathering & 
Harvest Dinner 

A & M Family Restaurant 
(Formerly Plyler’s) 

234 Allegheny Boulevard, Brookville 

Reservations are 
required by 
Wednesday, 
November 2 

Wednesday, 
November 23 RSVP for Gathering/Christmas Party Due Today!  

Thursday, 
November 24 Happy Thanksgiving!  

Saturday, 
December 3 

Gathering & 
Christmas Party 

Cousin Basil’s Restaurant 
10638 PA-36, Clarington 

Print the RSVP form 
on page ___ 



Pennsylvania and your Chapter are going to look 
like in 2023. Darn good question. I wish I had a 
crystal ball so I could tell you all with certainty. 
But I do not so it has to be done the old-
fashioned, way with a lot of research. As I have 
stated, that is my intent. My drop-dead date for all 
this information is November 19

th
 for the District 

Staff Meeting. I’ve heard grumbling this date is 
too late for the Chapters to act. My apologies. It 
is the best date I could find. To mitigate that, I will 
put out information on the research I am doing 
when I have it. In other words, you do not have to 
wait until November 19

th
 to get all the data I am 

going to try and research. 

When my wife is mad at me, I 
tighten all the jar lids so she has to 
talk to me. 

What am I going to research you might wonder. 
The first is Pennsylvania non-profit rules and 
regulations. By now you know you can keep your 
EIN number with the Federal Gov’t, keeping your 
non-profit status. Easy peasy, no problems. What 
are the rules and regulations for Pennsylvania in 
regard to non-profit status? Another darn good 
question. I’m trying to find professional help (no 
comment from the peanut gallery – Jerry K.) to 
get those answers. In other words, I want to talk 
to a lawyer who might have some expertise in 
that area. I’ve had no luck in finding one yet. 
Therefore, if anyone might know of a lawyer, 
would you please send me their information. I’m 
willing to travel or meet by Zoom or whatever it 
takes to get this information.  

Once this information 

throughout the years. If you talk to any oil 
company, they will tell you the same thing, 
change the oil before parking the machine for a 
length of time. There are lots of additives in oils; 
rust inhibitors and water absorbers to name a 
couple. You want fresh, unused additives in your 
oil if the machine is going to set for a while. 
Lastly, I add some fuel stabilizer to the gas. 
Preventative maintenance goes a long way. 

Clocks go back on November 6th. I 
hope mine goes back to when people 
had Morals, Values, Loyalty, 
Appreciation, and Respect. 

I want to take a minute and thank some more for 
their contributions to the PA District Rally, those 
would be the Trainers & Instructors. Let’s start 
with the University Courses.  Thanks to Renee 

Wasluck, Bonnie Vanart, Gerry Vanart, and 
Mike Prince. (I do have to comment about Mike 
being the instructor for the ‘Mature’ Rider 
Course.) Next were the Riding Courses. Big 
thanks go to Pete Grillo, Al General, Jeffery 
McCarter and last but not least our own Dunking 
Booth sitter, Robert G Williams. Safety & 
Training are a large part of why I am proud to 
belong and serve the Gold Wing Road Riders 
Association. Thanks you for donating your time 
and expertise to making us safer and more 
informed. 

When I was your age, I had to walk 
10 feet through shag carpet to 
change the TV channel. 

What’s on your mind going forward? My guess is 
what our organization and in particular, 
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SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS ! 

Advertisements have been 
purchased by businesses that 

support our chapter.  

We encourage you to thank 
them by giving them your 

business, whenever possible.  

Be sure to tell them that you 
saw their ads in the PA Chapter I 

newsletter! 

mailto:gaskas@comcast.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Chapter%20I%20Newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/The-Dog-House-194566454236905/timeline


is known, the next step will be easy. How are you 
going to align yourself next year? My thought 
process is there are three different ways. The first 
is with no one, be completely independent. 
Second, align with the Eagle Wings Motorcycle 
Association. Third is to align with the Wing’d 
Riders Association. I’ve heard information on 
both. The question you will have to ask 
yourselves is “which association more closely 
aligns with what our group if looking for?” I hope 
to provide facts to help you make that decision. 

Do you ever wake up, kiss the person 
sleeping beside you and feel glad 
that you are alive? I just did and 
apparently will not be allowed on this 
airline again… 

Some good news. Jerry Kerkeslager had a nice 
write up in last month’s Newsletter on a new 
company taking over the University and Riding 
Training formerly offered by GWRRA. Starting 

Jan 1, 2023, RPM Academy 
will have all the modules 
currently residing with 
GWRRA. I had the good 
fortune to meet Lorrie 
Thomas and Susan 

Huttman, co-managers of RPM Academy, when 
I attended the Virginia District, Rally in the Valley. 
Lorrie is the District Director for Virginia District. 
They are passionate about continuing to educate 
the motorcycling community. I urge you to go 
back and reread Jerry’s fine article explaining all 
aspects of RPM Academy. I find this great news 
moving forward. 

Just found out the company that 
produces yardsticks won’t be making 
them any longer. (Sorry for this 
one.) 

For those that remember my trials and 
tribulations with my computer and passwords, I’m 

not exactly out of the woods yet. With my 
wireless printer not working, my brother, who 
happened to be visiting, spent the better part of a 
day getting it working for me. He then asked how 
old my computer was. I purchased it in 2014, the 
same time I purchased the printer. He said, “You 
need a new computer!” Well, he talked me into a 
laptop and docking station with two 27” monitors. 
Everything has arrived. The deal is, he has to 
come back and hook it up for me. I’ve been trying 
to get all my data from my old PC onto the new 
laptop. I’ve been successful in everything except 
my %@#$ email. It will not transfer. So I’m 
working with two computer systems now. If I have 
to save a file from my email, I have to put it on a 
thumb drive and transfer it to the laptop. Pain in 
the @#$%! 

A man ran home from work, pulled 
his wife into the bedroom, threw her 
on the bed and pulled the blankets 

over them. She was shocked! He 
hadn’t been like this for over 20 
years! Then her husband said, “Look! 
My new watch glows in the dark.” 

Well, back to transferring data. ‘Til next month, 
with hopefully a lot of answers, 

Dennis & Barb Smouse 
Pennsylvania District Directors 

Pennsylvania 
District Educators… 
Gerry & Bonnie 
Kerkeslager 

With the arrival of the fall riding season comes 
some of the most beautiful scenery mother 
nature can give us, so take advantage of those 
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Again, we encourage everyone to get involved in 
the Rider Education program to improve your 
riding skills and knowledge so that you and your 
passenger enjoy the ride and return home safely.  

Remember, ALL THE GEAR ALL THE TIME 
(ATGATT). 

Most of all, ride safe and have fun. 

Gerry & Bonnie Kerkeslager 
Pennsylvania District Educators 

Chapter Couple of the 
Year… 
Brian & Patt Thrush 

Greetings: 

Chapter I had their October gathering at the 

Bish's with a hot dog roast along with other 
delicious side dishes and, of course, home made 
ice cream.  

Chapter I performed the Time to Ride skit once 
again for those who were unable to attend the 
District Rally In September.  We finished our 
evening with a scenic hayride through the 
countryside.    

We are closing the riding season down for 2022 
and, (with regret) our GWRRA organization is 
also coming to a close.  As we go our separate 
ways; we will cherish the friendships we have 
made and hopfully will keep in contact with our 
friends.  

Happy Trails and best wishes to all! 

Brian (Denardo) & Patt Thrush 
Chapter I Couple of the Year 

few remaining days of riding. In case you do ride 
in the cold, remember that cold catalytic 
converters allow water to exit the exhaust 
system at stop signs and/or traffic lights. This 
water can freeze creating a very slick surface 
just about where your tires may be when coming 
to a stop or starting out.  

As you start to think about the 2023 riding 
season, here are some things for you to ponder, 
as well as some SAFETY TIPS to think about 
during the long winter season:  

You feel better about going to your doctor 
knowing that he has the proper medical training.-
-You would feel more confident going to traffic 
court knowing that your lawyer had the proper 
legal training YOU AND YOUR CO-RIDER WILL 
ENJOY MOTORCYCLING A LOT BETTER 
KNOWING THAT YOU HAVE THE PROPER 
RIDER EDUCATION AND TRAINING. Make a 
commitment to improve and practice your riding 
skills in 2023 and become involved in the Rider 

Education Program.  

Some Safety Tips to consider as you prepare 
your bike or trike and yourself for the upcoming 
riding season:  

Tip #1: Check/tighten the screws that hold the 
face-shield on your helmet to prevent them from 
ripping off in the breeze. 

Tip #2: The T-CLOCK inspection list should be 
hanging on the wall next to the ‘Wing. Follow it! 

Tip #3: One thing often forgotten is that your 
riding skills will be sharply off. Amazing how a bit 
of down time can reduce your skills. When you 
first start back riding, take it easy for a bit and 
refresh your skills. Allow your body to 
“remember” how to ride. 

Tip #4: If you are a winter rider, WATCH out for 
everything. Remember, no one will be looking for 
a motorcycle this time of the year, so take 
nothing for granted. THEY MAY NOT SEE YOU. 
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Chapter Historian 
Peg Zortman 

See Ya Somewhere  

Further Down The Road 

* Designates a deceased friend 
^ A friend we’ve lost track of 

Sunday, January 6, 1986! In the aftermath of a 
major winter storm, a total of sixty-one Gold 
Wing motorcycle riders met at The Blue Room 
restaurant on Main Street in Reynoldsville to eat 
and to learn about a relatively new organization, 
GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION. 

The Region B Director, ^Bill Kitchen talked. 
The PA State Director, ^LeRoy Hake talked. 
The PA Safety Director, ^Danny Travis talked.  
The only Reynoldsville ‘members’ at the time 
were Bill and Peg Zortman, Vaughn and 
*Sharon Tapper and *Dallas (Bud) and 
*Charlotte Douthit. We all listened. Most of us 
knew nothing about the organization nor did we 
know if it was really something we wanted to do. 

Bill Zortman was appointed Area 
Representative, with Vaughn Tapper as his 
Assistant Representative; most of those in 
attendance soon joined GW. That’s when the fun 
really began. 

Here we are nearly thirty-six years later. 
Although the faces and names have for the most 
part changed, the fun has never stopped. 

8 

I can only speak 
for Bill and Peg 
Zortman but ... 
WHAT A WILD 
and 
WONDERFUL 
RIDE IT HAS 
BEEN! 

We have been 
places others only 
dream of going 
and found places 
we didn’t know 
existed. We have 
experienced a life 
filled with exciting 
events. We have made friends in high ... and 
maybe some in low ... places. We have learned 
— by talking with others, through our own 
experiences and by attending innumerable 
seminars. We have supported more charities 
than I can remember, most without asking for 

recognition. We have 
laughed (Belly Laughs 
were abundant) and 
we have made 
memories. 

GWRRA is disbanding 
as of the first of the 
year, but Bill and I 
hope those of you still 
riding can continue the 
Chapter PA-I goals. 
Make new friends! Go 
places! Do things! 
Learn things! But 
most of all MAKE 
MEMORIES! 

This is Bill and Peg Zortman saying, “See ya 
somewhere further down the road.” 

Peg Zortman 
Chapter I Historian 

Bill and Peg Zortman  
posing with Al E. Gator (1988) 



Christmas Party 

Notes! 

• Please make your 
reservation NOW to 

attend the annual Chapter I Christmas Party! 

• This is the very last time that we will all be 
together at a GWRRA Chapter I event 

• Dinner choices are stuffed chicken breast or a 
prime rib carving station!  

Please write in attendee’s choice  
of Chicken or Prime Rib on the  

RSVP/Registration form. 

• We will announce the results of the Border-to-
Border Challenge! 

• The Marble Game pot is at $200 and will be 
awarded to someone in attendance! 

• Multiple door prizes will be awarded! 

• Other surprises that we know you will love!  

• You don’t want to miss our last hurrah! 

Financial Wrap Up 

The Chapter I leadership team has 
been meeting regularly to discuss 
issues concerning the chapter. To 
prepare for the closing of Chapter I, 
we discussed how to disburse any 
funds. There are countless charities 
and good causes that ask for 

financial help every day. Ideas and suggestions 
were made, The leadership team decided to 
make not one—but three donations. Chapter 
Director, Mary Mauk, researched and prepared 
the following information. 

After review, the Leadership Team unanimously 
accepted three organizations to receive money 
from Chapter I’s bank account once all our 
financial obligations have been met. 

We wanted the charitable organizations to whom 
we donate our leftover funds to exemplify the 
GWRRA motto, Friends for FUN, Safety, and 
Knowledge, so the following nonprofit 
organizations have been chosen by the 
leadership team: 
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1. Gateway Humane Society = FUN. (Sharing 
life with a pet brings innumerable hours of love, 
companionship, and fun.) 

"Our main goal is to find homes for stray 
or surrendered animals, no matter how 
long it takes. It is the only public, non-
profit, no-kill animal rescue shelter in 
the local area, not breed specific, for 
both cats and dogs. 

We make sure that the animals receive 
the best care available. The shelter relies 
solely on donations; public, private and 
business, of any size. Whether it be a 
single item or a monetary gift, all 
donations are highly appreciated and 
used to care for the animals housed in 
our shelter. 

http://www.gatewayhumanesociety.net 

2. Clarion Sunshine Project = Safety (The 
project safeguards the recipient's financial future 
allowing them to concentrate on getting well.) 

"The Clarion Sunshine Project began 
operation late in 2015. Since that time, we 
have paid patients' bills totaling over 
$200,000. Each year, we have increased 
the number of patients we help. In 2019, 
the Clarion Sunshine Project dispersed 
$58,000 to 42 patients. In recent years, 
we have reduced overhead and 
administrative costs to ZERO with ALL 
Project management costs being covered 
by Board members. We can now proudly 
say to our donors that "EVERY PENNY 
YOU GIVE US WILL GO DIRECTLY TO 
PAYING BILLS FOR PATIENTS IN 
NEED. 

Our Goal: Cancer takes a staggering toll 
on its victims and their families. It is simply 
wrong that this toll should also include 
impoverishing these families. Insurance 
lapses, deductibles, co-pays and costs for 
uncovered medicines and treatments are 
an intolerable burden on those who are 
least able to fend for themselves. While 

http://www.gatewayhumanesociety.net/


we can now only help patients of limited 
financial means, it is our goal ultimately to 
see that NO patient should ever have to 
pay ANY costs for medically necessary 
and prescribed treatments." 

https://www.clarionsunshineproject.org/ 

3.Oil Creek Library District = Knowledge  

(“Knowledge is not power, it is only 
potential. Applying that knowledge is 
power. Understanding why and when to 
apply that knowledge is wisdom.” Takeda 
Shingen) 

The public libraries of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania are divided among 29 
geographic regions called districts. The 
districts that serve the Wings in the Wild 
area are the Oil Creek Library District 
which serves Clarion, Jefferson, and 
Venango Counties and the Seneca 

Library District which serves Cameron, 
Elk, Forest, McKean, and Warren 
Counties. Oil Creek and Seneca Districts 
belong to the same consortium, so 
everyone in all of these counties will 
benefit equally from our donation. 

Overdrive, also affectionately known as 
"Libby," is the new ap that allows library 
patrons to enjoy ebooks, audiobooks, and 
magazines as well as access to Law 
Depot, an online resource that provides 
free legal documents, forms, and 
contracts, i.e. how to write a will.  

Through the Oil Creek Library District, 
Overdrive/"Libby" is available to everyone 
who lives within the counties mentioned 
above. A valid library card, which can be 
obtained online, is all that is needed. 

https://oilcreek.org/ 

10 

Chapter Treasurer & 
Newsletter Editor… 
Lori Norris 

The Final Word 

As newsletter editor for the last ten years, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who has contributed in some way to keeping 
Chapter I’s members informed. I’m hesitant to 
name names. I don’t want anyone to be missed. 
There are some really obvious newsletter helpers 
though. 

Chapter Leadership Team members from over 
the years who have written articles every month. 
While it is one of the more mundane activities of 
leadership, it is necessary. 

Peg Zortman, Chapter I’s official Chapter 
Historian who wrote stories to entertain us with 
past adventures and reminded us of why we 
became a family. 

The members who took the time to write an 
article, submit a recipe, or share a joke. 

Speaking of jokes, young Cayden Mauk (Terry & 
Mary Mauk’s grandson) loved digging up corny 
jokes for us, and I love him for it! 

Over the years, there have been folks who helped 
get the newsletter physically sent out to the 
members that don’t have Internet access. Most 
recently, that has been Brian & Patt Thrush. 

I hope that you have enjoyed your Chapter I 
newsletter as much as I’ve enjoyed developing it. 
I’ve tried to make it high quality, easy-to-read, 
and interesting. Thanks for positive (and a little 
negative) feedback. 

Let’s not be strangers, we’ve made many friends 
and you can never have too many!  

Keep the rubber side down and the shiny side up! 

Lori Norris 
Treasurer and Newsletter Editor 

https://www.clarionsunshineproject.org/
https://oilcreek.org/
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